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Socialism:  Its  Principles 


and  Progress 


BY  HENRY  HARVEY  STUART 


%nopsis  of  an  Address  Delivered  in  St.  James  HalL  Newcasde,  N.  B., 
February  2nd.  1914,  under  the  Auspices  of  the  Men's 
Union  of  St.  James  Presbyterian  Church. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, — As 
the  doctrines  of  Socialifim,  so  well  ua- 
tferstood  and  largely  accepted  in 
many  paa^  ot  the  wortd,  are  not  ao 
familiar  in  every  part  of  Eastern  Can- 
ada, it  is  with  great  pleasure  that  I 
embrace  the  opportimity  afforded  by 
tbe  invitation  of  your  Society's  ex* 
ectttlve  to  address  yon  on  tlie  Prlnd- 
ples  and  Progress  of  the  Socialist 
Party,  and  I  hope  that  I  may  be  able 
to  lay  before  you  a  correct  and  in- 
telligible view  6t  tbe  gn^t  Interna- 
tional Socialist  movetnakt,  whidi  in 
recent  years  has  so  profoundly  af- 
fected the  minds  and  hearts  of  many 
millions  of  the  voting  population  of 
the  ciTilised  world. 

Tbe  uniTorsal  dieccmtent  and  politi- 
cal and  industrial  disturbance  today 
shows  that  something  is  fundamental- 
ly wrong  with  the  present  system. 
When  Industrial  disputes  that  pimetl> 
cally  amount  to  ctvil  war  are  1m»k- 
ing  out  daily,  entailing  bitter  class 
hatred  and  inestimable  loss  of  life 
and  property,  it  is  time  to  be  seek- 
ing a  remedy.  For  this  imsettled  and 
ruinous  state  of  affairs  Soviets 
claim  that  they,  and  they  alone,  of  all 
political  parties,  have  the*  reme  ly, 
which  remedy  I  shall  attempt  to  des- 
cribe to  you  to-night. 

There  Is  mnch  misapprcAiension. 
in  many  minds,  of  the  true  nature  of 
Socialism.  Some  still  believe  that 
Socialism  is  a  purely  communistic 
theory,  and  not  even  one  of  voluntary 
communism  like  that  of  the  early 
Christian  church  but  universal  and 
oompulsory.  so  that  the  loafer  would. 
Without  having  to  work  for  himself* 
receive  a  share  of  the  property  of  Ills 
teduBtrions  netUbbors.   Sntih  an  idea 


is  very  far  from  the  truth.  On  the 
contrary,  Socialists  the  world  over 
Insist  that,  aftw  due  provision  hau 
be«i  made  for  popular  edncatlmi  and 
the  support  of  the  helpless  young  and 
a^ed  and  the  physically  and  mentally 
incapacitated,  each  worker  shall  re- 
c^ve  the  full  net  valve  of  hlS  labor, 
that  everyone  who  can  work  must 
work  or  starve,  that  is,  as  the  Bible 

'  says,  "He  that  will  not  work  neither 
shall  he  eat."      The    charge  that 

I  Socialism  means  a  compulsory  and 

I  equal  ''dividing  up'*  of  pn^erty  re- 
gardless of  the  rights  acquired  by  the 
hontst  toil  of  industrious  citizens,  giv- 
ing the  loafer  an  equal  share  with 

I  the  worker,  is  as  untrue 
as  it  is  absurd.  He  who 
claims  that  Socialism  is  a 
mere  dividing  up  scheme  must  bp 
totally  unacquainted  with  Socialist 
philosophy.  Socialist  platforms,  and 
the  fact  that  in  tbe  most  ta^igbly  ^vil- 
Ized  and  enlightened  states  of  central 

\  and  northwestern  Europe — that  part 
of  the  continent  exclusive  of  Spain, 
Portugal,  Russia,  Hungary  and  Rou- 
muiia — the  Socialists  number  10,000,- 
000,  the  general  rule  being  the  more 
educated  the  nation  the  higher  the 
percentage  of  its  electors  who  are 
Socialists. 

There  is  too  much  dlvldins  np 
ing  on  at  the  present  Ume.  The  pub- 
lic lands  of  Canada  have  been  largely 
divided  up  between  railway  companies 
and  land  speculators  instead  of  being 
kept  for  actual  settlers  alone.  Tbe 
gcrid  bearing  lands  of  Tuk<m  were 
divided  up  between  mining  companies 
who  have  to  pay  a  ridiculously  small 
royalty  instead  of  being  worked  by 
the  public  In  order  that  the  whole 


of  the  output,  less  the  cost  of  mining 
and  smelting,  might  have  gone  into 
tbe  natiimal  treaanry  to  bnild  tbe 
rranscontinentai  railway  or  other 
public  works.  The  coal  areas  of 
Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick  and  Brit- 
ish Columbia  have  been  divided  up 
among  a  few  companies*  who,  upon 
payment  of  a  small  sum  per  ton  rais- 
ed, pocket  a  vast  profit  which  should 
go  into  the  provincial  or  national 
treasuries.  So,  also,  with  the  iron  ore 
of  New  Bninswick.  It  has  beoi  diytf* 
ed  up  amcmg  a  few  Bv^eaiMf^rBjflfffi 
company  getting  a  lease  of  the  most 
valuable  mines  for  eighty  years  at  a 
royalty  of  only  five  cents  a  ton!  The 
j  lumber  on  New  Brunswick's  crown 
j  lands,  w4iich  under  a  Socialist  system 
would  be  cut,  driven,  manufactured 
and  sold  by  the  public,  has  been  divid- 
ed up  among  corporations,  largely 
foreign,  who,  on  payment  of  a  certain 
stnmpage,  are  under  no  obligations 
as  to  whom  they  shall  employ  or  what 
wages  they  shall  pay.  or  what  they 
shall  charge  for  their  product. 

Because  the  machinery  of  the  world 
is  divided  op  aoHxig  a  few  the  many 
must  work  for  a  mere  pittance  wMft  ; 
the  profits  of  industry  are  divided  up 
among  the  stockholders,  many  of 
!  whom  do  nothing  of  use  to  the  com- 
munity, but  merely  collect  dividends 
from  the  labor  of  otheHB. 

Socialism  aims  to  stop  such  dl  • 
ing  up.     To  do  so,   it  proposes 
abolish  the  capitalist  system,  unc  ,^1^ 
which  the  Capitalist  class  own  *  aliiP|l 
the  land  and  machinery  and  the  land- 
less, toolless  Proletarian  lia-  to  make  \ 
his  living  by  working  for  the  Capital- 
ist on    whatever    terms    the  latter 
chooses  to  dictate.    Soc*  list  .  would 


IKve  ail  ihe  necessary  vork  of  tbe 
-world  done  ocH)peratlT6ly,  the  Snr 
dividual  emglojer  bdag  mtinay  rum- 
inated. 

Socialism  is  not  Confiscation  by 
the  many  of  the  property  that  right- 
belcmgB  to  tiie  i&w.   It  rataier 
IP^Uib  RfSTORATlON  TO  THE  PTTB- 
LIC  of  all  that  of  whicli  the  people, 
through  force  or  fraud,  have  been  un- 
justly deprived.    No  man    who  has 
giTon  fuH  value  for  orerTthbiis 
possesses  need  fear  a  Socialist  vic^ 
And,  In  rep^orir.t^  to  public  own- 
ership  any  land  or   frauch4se  that 
should  never    have    been  aiienat'jd 
tlierefrom,  the  dispossessed  occupant 
ehoold  certainly,  and  doubtless  will, 
receive  from  a  Socialist  administra- 
tion the  full  value  of  what  he  put  in 
OF  HIS  OWN  into  the  property  ex- 
propriated— ^no  mere,  no  less. 

To  many  of  the  uninformed  Social- 
ism means  anarchy,  rebellion,  mere 
discontent.    But  the  word  Socialism 
is  derived    from    the    Latin  word 
"Socius"  (a  partner)  and  signifies  in- 
dustrial and  polt^eal  partnership,  or 
ccH>peration,  on  the  largest  possible 
scale.    Those  of  us  who  are  striving 
to  bring  about  the  Socialist  Co-opera- 
tive Commonwealth  belieye  that  In- 
dividaal  private  ownership  and  man- 
agement of  the  necessities  of  life, 
and  the  consequent    wage  system, 
should  be  replaced  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, by  a  system  of  Public  Collective 
Ownersh^  control  and  o^ration  of 
all  the  means  of  producticm,  and  ex- 
change so  that  every  useful  worker 
shall  be  assured  not  of  a  part  as  now 
but  the  FULL  VALUE  OF  WHAT  HE 
CRBATES.^  We  would,  bave  every- 
ithing  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the 
people  in  general  administered  direct- 
ly by  the  direct  representatives  of 
the  people.    The  product  of  the  use- 
ful labor     each  man's  hand  or  brain 
would  betong  to  him  exclu^vely,  to 
be  used  as  he  should  see  fit. 

That  Socialism  is  not  idf-ntical,  nor 
affiliated,  with  Anarchy  is  ahown  by 
Uie  fact  that  no  delegate  known  to 
be  an  Anarchist  has  been  admitted  to 
\ny  International  Socialist  Congress 
■ce  that  held  in  Brussels  in  1891. 
Many  good  people  consider  Sooial- 
m  inimicaJ  to  Christianity,  but  such 
iff  far  from  being  the  case.    On  ttie 
fllfontrary.  Socialism  is  the  teaching  of 
true  Christianity  applied  to  industrial, 
social  and  political  Ufe.    As  is  most 
truly  stated  In  the  Encyclopedia  Brit- 
taak»  TH^  Kf  HICS  OF  80CIAUSM 


IS  IDEOmCAL  WITH  THAT  OF 
cmiSnANITT.  The  Christian  ideal 

is  a  life  of  service.  So  is  the  Social- 
ist. Under  present  conditions  of  uni- 
versal competition  the  Golden  Rule  of 
the  Christ  cannot  be  followed.  Brery 
man's  hand  Is  now  agidnst  his  neigh- 
bor's. If  competition  is  the  life  of 
trade  it  has  proved  the  death  of  the  ' 
majority  of  the  traders,  for  sooner  or 
later,  as  our  newspapers  are  con- 
tSnuaUy  showing  ns  in  their  news 
columns,  the  greater  number  of  small 
business  men  go  to  the  wall,  unable  to 
stand  the  competition  of  their  better 
equipped  or  less  scrupulous  rivals. 
One  cannot  work  to  extend  his  busir 
ness  at  the  expense  of  his  neighbor 
and  yet  loye  that  neighbor  as  he  loves 
himself. 

The  Capitalist  Competitive  System 
entailB  mnch  useless  labor  and  there- 
fore much  waste.     Farmers  would 

gain  imraensely  by  taking  down  their 
line  fences  and  working  co-operative- 
ly and  buying  and  selling  in  large 
quantiUes.  The  many  small  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  in  villages 
and  towns  who  now  merely  exist 
would,  as  well  as  their  customers, 
gain  immensely  by  a  co-operative  sys- 
tem. TCie  labor  saved  by  manufac- 
turing and  dtstrttrating  on  a  large 
scale  and  by  co-operative  farmins; 
could  clear  more  land,  dig  more  coal, 
saw  more  lumber,  construct  more 
houses— make  the  country  much  rich- 
er fhaa  it  is.  Se  in  other  walks  of 
life. 

Under  Socialism  every  citizen 
would  be  a  shareholder  in  thr  Trusts, 
would  have  permanent  employment 
and  would  receive  the  full  worth  of  his 
work,  the  evU  trinity  of  INTEIRBST, 
RENT  AND  PROFIT  BEING 
ABOLISHED.  Th^^  Socialists  would 
not  smash  the  Trusts  but  merely  na- 
tionalise ihem.  Under  private  ownca^ 
ship  every  new  machine  throws  peo- 
ple out  of  employment  or  tend?  tn  re- 
duce wages:  but  under  Public  Owner- 
ship of  industry  every  new  machine, 
every  saving  of  wear  and  tear,  every 
increase  in  prodnctlve  power,  woai^ 
benefit  all  alike.  Let  the  nation  own 
all  the  machinery  of  production,  pio- 
perly  rewarding  inventors,  and  oper- 
ate it  in  the  public  Interest  T*i!s 
change  will  he  made  as  the  majority 
shall  then  decide.  Socialists  have  no 
cut-and-dried  theory  of  just  how  thr- 
change  from  private  to  public  owner- 
ship will  be  effected.  What  property 
has  to  be  restored  to  the  public  can 


be  extwoprlated  under  4he  law 

Eminrat  Domain  common  to,  and  tir^ 
q^mspX^  enforced  by,  all  nations. 
The  Socialist  Platform 
Socialists,  according  to  the  plat- 
form of  the  Socialist  Party  of  Canada, 
aim  to  secure  possesricm  of  the  power 
of  government  by  TOUTICAIj  AC- 
TIO X,  to  overthrow  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem and  set  up  and  enforce  the 
economic  program  of  the  worlcing 
class,  as  follows: 

"L  The  transformaticm,  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  of  capitalist  property  in 
the  means  of  wealth  production  (na- 
l  ion  al  resources,  factOTies*  mills, 
railroads,  etcj  into  the  collective  pro- 
perty of  Reworking  class. 

"2.  The  democratic  organization 
and  management  of  Industry  BY  XHB 
WORKERS. 

"3.  The  establishment,  as  speedily 
as  possible,  of  production  for  use  bi- 
stead  of  production  for  profit" 

Socialism  stands  for  universal  co- 
operation instead  of  competition,  for 
universal  peace,  for  the  abolition  of 
poverty,  and  for  the  absolute  equality^ 
I  so  far  as  oppcfftunlty  is  concerned,  of 
all  mankind  without  reference  to  sex, 
color,  language  or  religion.    It  alone 
of  all  political    parties    stanis  for 
Liberty,  Banality  and  Fraternity.  It  is 
the  most  sincere  attempt  to  apply  the 
I  basic  principles  of  Christianity  to  the 
industrial  and  political  life  of  the  na- 
tion, and  therefore  deserves  the  sup- 
port of  all  genuine  Christians. 
The  Cause  of  Hard  Times 
*'Hard  Times"  are  caused  by  fac- 
tories being  compelled  to  ^ut  down 
every  few.  years  because  the  workers 
have  produced  more  goods  th:m  wlh 
thtir  small  wages,  they  can  bay  back. 
Until  the  surplus  can  be  sold  in  for* 
eign  markets  or  used  up  somehow  by 
the  few  capitalists  who  own  it,  pro- 
duction has  to  cease  and  the  worker 
goos  hungry  and  naked  in  the  midst 
of  plenty — bitter  result  of  our  boast- 
ed civUlzal^cm!    Such  a  system  tends 
to  weed  out  the  middle  class  and 
lei've  but  two  classes — on    the  one 
hand,  a    few    millionaires;    on  the 
other,  millions  of  workers  with  wage^ 
so  low  as  to  place  the  great  majority 
of  them  always  in  the  shadow  of  star- 
vation.  Against  such  a  system  Social- 
isis  raise  an  unceasing  protest,  aad 
call  upon  every  fair-minded  man  and- 
woman  to  join  w4th  them  in  their  en- 
deavor to  aboHsh  it. 
Jesus  fed  the  mumtudes  as  well  as 


m 


:hed  to  their  souls.  Socialism 
■would  relieve  the  wcatm  of  anxiety 
and  enable  them  to  take  time  to  think 
of  God  and  His  goodness.  It  would 
not  interfere  with,  but  greatly  en- 
courage, the  Chrisllilce  ideal  of  a  Ufe 
Of  service  to  mankind.  Only  Socialists 
and  do  love  th^r  neii^ors  as 
dves.  The  competitive  system 
finds  no  sanction  in  the  Golden  Rule 
or  the  I^a^s  of  Moses;  but  Socialism, 
in  its  emphasis  of  the  Brotherho6d  of 
«nan,  exhibits  the  cardinal  virtue  ef 
OiriBUanity. 

Progress  of  Socialism 

The  Socialist  political  movement 
began  to  take  Its  present  form  in  1848 
When  Karl  Marx  and  Frederick  Eng^s 
of  Germany,  issued  the  celebrated 
Communist  Manifesto  in  JUmdon,  In 
1861,  Alarx  began  the  "International 
Association  of  Workingmon,"  which 
was  finally  launched  in  London  on 
September  28th.  1864.  In  18S3  Fer- 
dinand LaJ-.al]e  of  Breslau  formed  the 
"General  Society  of  German  Working- 
men"  to  agitate  for  manhood  su£trage 
The  followers  <^  Marx  and  Xjasatle 
were  united  in  1875.  Intematicmal 
Congresses  have  been  held  every  two 
to  four  years  since  1889,  and  there  is 
a  permanent  International  Socialist 
secretariat  at  Brussels. 

The  first  time  any  Socialist  ever 
contested  a  parliamentary  electiim 
anywhere  in  the  world  was  in  North 

.  Germany  in  1867 — only  47  years  ago — 
when  the  vote  was  30,000.  In  1871 
the  German  Socialist  vote  was  124,655, 
tiiree  per  c«it  of  the  total,  and  in 
1912  it  was  over  four  millions,  elect- 
in^j;  11  u  of  the  397  parliamentary  de- 
puties. In  France  the  Socialists  have 
increased  from  30,000  in  1885  to  over 
a-  million  in  1910,  and  the  progress 
has  been  equally  marked  in  many 
other  countries.  The  Chinese  revolu- 
tion In  Idll  was  led  by  Socialists,  and 


the  Nationalist  Party,  whose  princi- 
ples were  Socialist,  elected  the  majoi^ 
ity  d  the  fii^t  Chinese  rfti-^'flmCTt.  in 
1913,  on  an  educational  qualificati<m 
for  voters  and  candidates.  By  mili- 
tary force.  President  Yuan  expelled  the 
Socialist  majority  late  last  year,  but 
the  Chinese  Socialist  Party,  with  its 
200,000  pledged  members,  60,000  of 
whom  are  women,  will  be  heard  from 
again. 

The  Russian  parliament  of  1907  was 
at  least  22  oar»  as  some  say, 
36  per  cent  Socialist,  and  the  Csar  In 

fear  dissolved  it  and  shut  out  the  com- 
mon people  from  voting  for  the  next. 
Yet  there  are  Socialist  voters  and  de- 
puties even  in  Rusida. 

In  Belgium  <me-thlrd  of  the  peoide 
are  Socialists,  although  because  of 
the  plural  votes  allowed  the  middle 
and  upper  ciutises,  the  Socialists  can, 
as'  yet,  cast  but  one-fourfh  of  the  bal- 
lots. 

The  most  Socialistic  part  ot  Uie 
British  Empire  is  Australia,  where 
forty  per  cent  of  the  total  vote  was 
cast  for  SoclaMst  referenda  in  1910, 
and  almost  fifty  per  cent  in  1918.  In 
Britain  the  Labor  Party  (in  affiliation 
with  the  Socialist  Congress)  has  42 
members  in  parliament.  In  Canada 
the  Socialists  have  two  members  in 
the  British  Columbia  leglslatore,  hun- 
dreds of  local  orgs*^  nations,  two 
weeltly  n^spapers  .he  Western 
Clarion,  of  Vancouver,  and  Cotton's 
Weekly,  of  Cowansville,  P.  Q.j  and  in 
1913  their  vote  liad  risen  to  17,071. 
In  the  United  States,  the  Socialist  vote 
more  than  doubled  from  1908  to  1912. 
In  Braail,  Cuba,  Turkey,  Persia,  Ja- 
pan, India  and  other,  co'uutries  tlie 
Party  has  established  itself,  and  bids 
fair  to  soon  cover  the  wiMil 

Election  Figures 

The  follfAviT!;r  table  gives  the  ap- 
proximate Socialist  vote  of  the  world 


to  date  (those  for  China  being  ttm 
only  important  figures  that  ire  not 
available) : 


China  (1913) 
Australia  (1913) 
Finland 

Genmany  (1912) 
Belgium  (1912) 
Sweden  (19U) 
Denmark  (1910) 
Austria  (1911) 
Italy  (1913) 
Holland  (1910) 
Holland  (1918) 
Bulgaria  (1913) 


Boc.     P.  C.  Dep. 
Vote  Total  Elecf  d 
Maj'y. 
760,000*  48  27 
868^   46  90 
4,250,329  34.8110 
600,000   26  39 
172,780   28.6  Si 
98,721   26  24 
1,100,000  22 
882,000  20 
82,494 
160,000* 
100,000* 


Swiitzerland(  1911) 

125,000* 

16 

France  (1910)  1 

,106,000 

11 

74 

Russia 

800,000 

12 

G.  Britain  (1911) 

350.000 

6 

ii 

U.  States  (1912) 

930,000 

5 

0 

Spain 

40,791 

1 

Servia 

25,000 

2 

Greece  (1912) 

15,000 

1 

Luxembourg 

6.100 

7 

Roumania 

2.507 

0 

New  Zealand 

18.884 

5 

4 

So.  Africa  (1910-12) 

11.000 

6 

Chili 

25,000* 

6 

Argentine 

18,000 

3 

Uruguay 

1 

Portugal 

1 

Persia 

1 

Totals-^Ter  11,962,183. 
*  £3stimated. 

In  1907,  the  numl>er  of  So<^ls*s  in 

the    worid.    excluding    Russia  and 

China,  was  8,000,000:  in  191:?.  over  11,- 
000,000.    Thus  the  movement  grows. 


